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Dear Congregants, 


It is with great pleasure that I announce that 
Congregation Sha'ar Zahav will be in a new home effective 
Friday May 4,1979. Our present home has been purchased 
by the San Francisco Women's Group. The space we were 
using will be renovated for office space. 


We will now be meeting at the 
Jewish Community Center 
3200 California Street at Presido 
San Francisco, California 
Our services will begin promptly at 8:00 PM to be 
followed by an Oneg Shabbat. We look forward to seeing 
and meeting you. 


Best wishes, 


| Yol Uhunteg 


Bob Ehrenberg 
Chairperson 
Building Committee 


from where i stand 


From time to time I feel like Thurber‘’s horseman, who 
mounts his horse and rides off in all directions at once. I 
have found that Shatar Zahav has so many things going on all 
at the same time, and so many things which ought to be going 
on, that it is hard to know which to focus on firs vee 
our impending move from Dovre Hall, our peripatetic congre- 
gation will be making its temporary home in its sixth loca- 
tion. This should be a focus of our attention for action in 
the very near future. 

While our Seder was a huge success, due to the monumen- 
tal efforts of Bill Goldstein and Henry Rabinowitz and their 
respective Oneg and Ritual Committees, we want to see the 
number of people whom we can serve continue to rise. .e 
need a willing and capable person to chair our membership 
committee, realizing as we do that membership is the key @ 
our Survival. Our obligation is not simply to serve those who 
have already joined us, but also to reach out to those who 
would desire what we can offer to them, but who don’t know 
who or what we are. 

Je are in the midst of a large Jewish gay and lesbian 
community, and we are reaching only a miniscule percentage 
of them. Cur attention needs to be focused there as well. 

There are also several other projects which are being 
undertaken: the building of a portable ark for our Sefer 
Torah, under the direction of Hllis Jacobs; the creations 
a complete siddur for Shabbat and Festivals, under the watch- 
ful eyes of Henry Rabinowitz; an education program in its 
first stages, with Michael Zimmerman at its helm. liichael 
tells me that we not only need instructors -- we need stu- 
dents as well. 

And I raise the question of two other of my concemaee 
Are we at the point yet where we should be organizing a re- 
ligious school for the children in our congregation? And do 
we have a need for organized rap groups for special interest 
Subjects and folks like Gay Farents or Jewish Farents of Gays? 
Should we have our own rap group about coming out? Should we 
organize men’s and women’s consciousness raising groups with- 
in our congregation. I am in fayer of all of the above. some 
would be inclined to support the creation of each one. and I 
would like to see us continue our Cneg speaker's programs, | 
under Sam Thal‘s leadership, so that we can stay "plugged 
in" to many of our community resources. Cur fund-raising 
efforts are beginning to get organized above and beyond the 
sarage sale and fair/booth categories, with Tom Rothgiesser 
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Shouldering the responsibility for that work. Our search for 
a permanent home is being carried out with seriousness and 
realism by Bob:Zhrenberg, in the knowledge that unless and 
until we can produce evidence of capital, our search may well 
be pointless. Rob Montague has launched a multi-pronged out- 
reach program, with special emphasis on the Jewish community, 
and with some startlingly good results. And, if you are read- 
Wigeeeits, then (llis Jacobs has dome bis usual.zoeod job on 
the newsletter, 


I welcome steven Fritsch Rudser as our new congregational Ke- 
corder, and John Brown as our new ad hoc Fublicity Committee 
chair. 

Now, while all this may sound terribly busy and even re- 
movely exciting, it will all amount to nothing unless we be- 
gin to come to grips with some very profound questions. Ie Wats Fr 

@.0'S paying for this? Obviously, we are. But in order to keep 
1is ship afloat, either we're foing to have to increase our 
income by raising recommended dues, or we're POU a Gatlaweearo 
GOmit by increasing the number of dues-paying members. To my 
way of thinking, the latter choice is preferable. And you can 

help by remembering to tell your friends. 

second, while we*re not turning away money, neither are 
we turning away people who are interested in creating new pro- 
PoatissOr increasing the activity in the already-existing ones. 
No committee in this synagogue has enough active members. ven 
if you are not well-versed in the goings-on of a Ziven committee, 
Pareles time to learn more about it. 

When all the shouting is done, you are the Synagogue. To 
the extent that you are actively involved, we will have and 
be a healthy synagogue. Je do not simply request your life- 
blood at sha'ar Zahav; we require it. without it we die, and 
there are far too many folks around here who have found aba 
be a warm re-entry way into liberal Judaism to even think of 
not meeting our obligations to them. We must be the best of: 
our kind around here, and with your helpey, ay: os,» We can. 


_Allen Bennett 
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treasurer's report 


I've got some good news and I've got some bad news... 
first, the good news; 


For the last year or so, Congregation Sha'ar Zahav 
has been able to meet its financial obligations in full 
on time. Consequently, we have established an excellent 
reputation with the people with whom we've done buisness. 
Collection of dues pledges has gone very well with almost 
65% of the total annual pledges having already been met. To 
all of you members who have kept your dues current, the Sy- 
nagogue heartily thanks you. 

Now the not so good news. As your wizard-like math- 
ematical mind no doubt already computed, only 35% of the ang 
nual dues pledges remain outstanding. And pledges are not WH 
formally renewed until Rosh Hashana! What's a synagogue to 
do? 

The following-is brought to you by the Socltety of scgm. 
cerned Hebrews Not Overly Rich (S.C.H.N.O.R.): 


If you have fulfilled your annual dues pledge, picaae 
consider making an additional tax-deductable contribution in 
the near future. And for those of you making dues contribu- 
tions on a periodic basis, please continue doing so and even 
consider accelerating your payments, aS our expenses con- 
tinue to rise. | 


NOPE Sr-e. REMINDERS. 
-=~ You don't have to bea member to maker a 
contribution. If you enjoy reading the News- 


letter, let us know in a tangible way. 


-- Membership information can be obtained at 
Shabbet services, or by mail request. 


-- Our efforts to break@véen= On (ten seg aye 
unsuccessful. We fell short by approximately 


$250.00). | GS 


Thank you and Shalom, 


Ron Lezell L, 


Each OAY AFTER MEOITATING, RECITING The— 
BLESSING, COUNTING THE OMER, ANd RECITING 
A psalm, you MAY WANT TO COLOR 1N The— 
new OAY. COLOR SHABBAT BEFORE IT BEGINS 
OR AFTER Havoalah. 7 
The. FORWARD needs your articles. If you would like to 
: write a periodic column or just a single article of general 
®@ interest to the congregation for publication in the FORWARD, 
please contact me. I can be reached at home 552-6976, or 


see me at services. The FORWARD and the congregation will 
be most appreciative. 
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THIS YEAR IN YERUSHALAYIM! 


Being one of the lucky few who can afford to go to this 
years conference in Eretz Israel, I thought that I would 
find a little information about the Kibbutz where pune oars 
ference is going to be held. 

Kibbutz Ma'tale Ha-Hamishah is located 13 kilometers 
west of Yerushalayim (Smiw). ine the Uudean ws tome 
old Jerusalem Corridor smack dab on the pre-67"' "Green Line, 
of.the liberated territory of Samaria. - Surrounded by Deaas 
tiful reforested land the Kibbutz was founded in 1934 and 
settled in 1938. The name - Ma'ale Ha-Hamishah means "As- 
cent of the Five," so named because soon after foundation: 
five members were murdered by Arab Terrorists in an ambush. 

During the war of independence the Kibbutz fought off 
many attacks of the Arab Legion, the best of the Arab armue 
which were under the command of British officers. The Kisame 
is a member of the Ichud ( Ichud Ha Kevutzot Ve Ha Kibburzim 
Union.of Collective Settlements), which is the most 7libemas 
of the Kibbutz movements and politically alines 1tseltewaae 
MARAT S— tsracl Labour sbarty. 

The Kibbutz has vineyards, dairy cattle, and a Kibbutz 
Inn, which is where we -will by staying. Last but not Veace 


it has a public swimming pool which will be nice during these 


hot Cavge.. 20-30°C. , 68-88°F) July afternoons 2 Alters toss 
ference there will be an optional 8 day bus tour. 


reminder 


Just a reminder, if you have recently moved or, more import- 


antly, are planning to move, please send a change of add- 
ress card to our Congregation at P.O. Box 5640, San Fran- 
cisco 94101 right away. Otherwise it costs us 25¢ to get 
your change of address from the Post Office. 


jogging 


sunday May 27, will be our next jogging event. “Lage 
month's event set a record for participation. Lets do even 
better this-month.' A nice -easy.jos*arcundestowe heme 
Golden Gate Park; »Meet at the boathousé afel0- ogee 


Romubezete 
ELI Us schecobe 
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JEWISH COMMUNITIES THE WORLD OVER 


With the dawn of a new era of peace between Israel 
Seaereypt, the first Jewish visitiors. to Cairo in many 
years will soon be exploring such sites as the 12th cen- 
tury Ben Ezra Synagogue in the heart of this ancient city. 
The Jewish community of Egypt has it origins in Biblical 
fames. and Jews have lived in the Cairo area since the 
Meads founded the old city of Fostat in the /th century. 
While Cairo never became the great center of Jewish life 
that its neighbor Alexandria did, the city did become an 
active community, and for a time in the 12th century was 
the home of the great philosopher Maimonides. In the 
Middle Ages, Egypt became the major scene of the contro- 

. versy between the Rabbanites, the mainstream of Jewry who 
accepted the authority of the Talmud, and the Karaites, a 
fundamentalist sect who rejectd later interpretations of 
mies Bible. Karaite synagogues flourished in the city well 
into modern times. 

im the early 20th century, with the emergence of 
Egypt as a modern nation, the Jewish community greatly in- 
creased with the settlement of Sephardic merchants and 
business from.other Arab countries, who made important 
Peeeerwbutions to the civic’ and cultural life of the city. 
By 1947, there were 42,000 Jews in the metropolis - but 
meee tne outbreak of hostilities and the birth of the State 
Miaercrael, the tensions and conflicts led to a steady emi- 
gration, and today only about 350 poor and elderly Jews stilt 
live in the city. However, now that peace has come, it 
will be interesting to see whether a new generation will 
Preoeacain return to this historic.center of Jewish life. 


donations 


If you would like to donate to the congregation in honor of | 
an event (a new residence, car, etc) or a person ( a new 
partner, etc) or in the memory of someone , such contribu- 
tion will be graciously accepted by Sha ar Zahav. Contri- 
bution in any amount ($2.00 minimum) will be most welcome. 
If you would like your contribution not acknowledged in the 
FORWARD, please note that on your check. : 


films 


Ine following films will be shown on the Berkeley Campus. & 
Please note different starting times, auditoriums, and 
donations. 


Maver le2 FOURQUOT TSRARIY 
155 Dwinelle, 8:40 pm 
Donation; $2. 50 senenam 
' 41.50 students and seniors 


May. L9 OPERATION THUNDERBOLT 
Wheeler Auditorium, 9:00 pm 
Donation: ($3007 g¢enemam 
2.00 students and seniors 


June 2 TT LOVEAY OU 2k Os 
Too% Dwine dal era9 ssihSanon 
Donat Ons as 2.95 Uiee enyeta aan 


1.50" students -and=senrore 


SPONSERED AB ye: 


ISRAELI STUDENTS ORGANIZATION 

ISRAEL ACTION COMMITTEE —_ 
JEWISH STUDENTS BOARD € 
JEWISH WELFARE FEDERATION 


lo 


oneg 


npr 27] David Custead 


May 04 Stan Strauss, in honor of his late 
daughters' birthday, May 30. 


May 11 Barbara in honor of her late ex- 
Hover. 
May 18 Jordan Lee, in honor of the prophet 


Jeremiah, also by Tony Moore, in 
NONOreOreils .Dimknday on May 287 


Bill Goldstein would like to thank all the members of the 
Oneg committee and members and guests of the congregation 
for the work they did on the Seder last month. 


Onegs are a joy, for not only do they honor someone else or 
allow everyone to share in your special joy, they also add 
extra sweetness to the Shabbat. So why not sponsor an oneg. 
They are inexpensive. Just call Bill Goldstein 552-5573 or 
see him at services. 


We work against injustice and see gains 

put essentially it'll be with us for a long time. Other 
iiones might as well pe thought. of. There is ne angel 
especially assigned to look after gays. There's Eisheth 
Zenumim, "the woman of whoredom," the angel of prostitutes. 
Aba is concerned with human sexuality--who isn't?--Kasdaye 
with abortion. Tipheretiel is in charge of beauty, Spug- 
liguel handles spring. The names of the angels of lust 
and luxury, regrettably, are unknown. Authorities in the 
14th century stated the angelic population was 301,655,722. 
With that quantity there ought to be at least one for us. 
Any idea on its name, etc., as well as its whereabouts? 


G4YOPlus Club Newsletter 
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May 4 


May 6 


Maver: 


May 18 


May 20 


May 209 


June 1 


June 2 


calendar of events 


Evening Services 6:00 p.m. 
Torah portion, Aharei Mot - Kedoshim, Lev, 
16:1 - 20:27 Prophetic reading, Amos Jay aus 


The Haveht Streetytaig 


Evening Services 8:00 p.m. 
Torah portion’, Emor, bey. 2e soe 
Prophetic reading, Ezekievgo oon 


EVenIns: Sem yaEOesS oo CUD 
Torah portion, Be-har - Be-Hukkotai, Lev. & 
25:1-27:34, Prophetic reading, Jeremiran 
1M chats rooidh fi eae 


Angel Isiand Ricnic. 


Evening Services 8:00p.m. 
Torah portion, Be-Midbar, Num sth 4ee 
Special prophetic reading, I Samuel 20:18- 
20s EZ 


EVENING Services soc.) apie. 
Second Day of Shavout (traditiconai. 
Torah Rededication. Specfal Torah reaqiiaas 
Deut. 14:22-16:17; Num. 28: 26-31 pee 
prophetic reading, Habakkuk 3:1-l8. 


Party 


; } 
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SH AAR LAHAY AAs CONGREGATION OF Box 5640 San Francisco, Calif 


THE GOLDEN GATE Tel: 626-3131 9410] 


Reaching out to the Gay Community of the Bay Area 


